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LUISINI WINERY PROJECT 

Grievance 

MS A.R. MITCHELL (Kingsley) [9.30 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Heritage and it concerns a 

former winery in the Kingsley electorate called Luisini Winery. I have mentioned it previously in speeches I 

have given in Parliament. This winery was established in 1929 by Ezio Luisini. He was an Italian migrant who 

settled in the Wanneroo area in 1924. The winery has an important link to the development of Wanneroo and it is 

also very important in the story of the Italian migration to Western Australia, particularly from 1929 to the 

1980s. At one stage Luisini Winery was the largest privately owned winery in Western Australia, with sales still 

occurring until 1998. It was a very, very large company and it produced a lot of wines. Even though wine in 

Wanneroo is not thought of very much now, the area was very, very important in the production of wine. Paul 

Conti’s wines are still in the suburb of Woodvale in my electorate.  

Ezio Luisini was a very great and generous man. He made a big difference to the lives of many Italians who 

arrived in Western Australia. He had a well-known drapery and general store in Northbridge with all sorts of 

things that people might need, such as camping equipment, stoves, ovens and all those sorts of things. He had 

one of those very important stores in Northbridge. Many Italians went to his store when they arrived in Perth and 

knew that there would be a friendly face waiting for them. He helped out the Italian migrants and often set them 

on their way in the direction of people who might be able to give them work. He certainly helped them to meet 

other people who may be able to befriend them and he helped them out as they got used to this new land. 

Sometimes he would even help them with a place to live. Many wonderful stories about this man are told in the 

Italian community and many people are eternally grateful for the support and assistance they received from Ezio 

Luisini upon their arrival in Western Australia. During this time many Italians went right around Western 

Australia and made a remarkable difference in anything they did. In Wanneroo, the Italian migrants were the 

forerunners of the market gardeners and many other businesses in the area. They really stamped their mark on 

the Wanneroo area and the Italian connections within that area are still very, very strong. The Italians who 

migrated to Western Australia after the wars made a magnificent contribution to Western Australian society. 

They worked hard and did many of the jobs that many other people would not do. They brought much of their 

culture and food with them; we all thoroughly enjoy that now as it has become very much part of our lives. The 

Italian migrants have certainly enriched our society.  

Ezio was a bit unlucky in love. His first wife died early on and he arranged for another lady to come out from 

Italy. I suppose these things happen, but the lady who arrived was not the lady he was expecting. However, he 

was a very honourable man and, true to his word, he went ahead with the marriage.  

The winery on the banks of Lake Goollelal in the Yellagonga Regional Park is unfortunately in a state of 

disrepair. It is fenced off, but it was previously damaged fairly badly by vandals. The stone walls are still 

standing and 12 oak barrels still exist. However, the top layers of the 12 oak barrels have been destroyed. More 

than 30 concrete vats still exist inside the complex. Many key people in the Italian community have been keen 

for some restoration to be made to this unique and key landmark for the Italian community in Western Australia. 

I believe that people commenced thinking about this back in 2000 or 2001, so they have been waiting a long time 

now. Some of the people who were originally involved have passed on and, of course, many others are now quite 

old.  

The minister is aware that the National Trust of Australia (WA) is the custodian of this facility and has been 

keen to develop this site as a museum to recognise the history of Italian migration to Western Australia. 

Unfortunately, through the lack of funds and delays in approvals processes, this is yet to proceed. I am really 

excited that this whole concept has taken on a new lease of life because it is expanding what the winery could be. 

People are getting excited again about the plans for the old winery on the banks of Lake Goollelal. The project 

plans now include an environmental centre as the site is in Yellagonga Regional Park, which is under the control 

of the Department of Environment and Conservation. The people who do the wine appreciation course in 

Claremont want to also have a northern focus, so they would like to use the site because of the connection with 

the wine industry. There is talk of having a boardwalk so that seniors and people with disabilities could make 

better use of the area. There is a great need for a cafe for patrons of the park and other people who come in and 

use the venue. The winery could also be considered a good training place, because people in the hospitality, 

environment and viticulture sectors would also be involved in the area.  

Another important part of Yellagonga Regional Park is its major significance to the Indigenous people of this 

state. They have a very strong influence in this area. We would also like to involve that aspect in the plans. One 

of the original vines from the winery has been found in recent years and it is now being cultivated by Paul Conti 

on his property in Woodvale. It is hoped that these wines would also be included in the project.  
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I know that the National Trust is closely liaising with DEC in its deliberations. An environmental group, the 

Friends of Yellagonga Regional Park, would also like to see this project developed. This project will not work 

against the environment, but ensure that it continues to be looked after. 

The minister has an Italian background, so he has to be careful with people’s perceptions, but the costs are going 

up and the grants are getting more difficult to get. The project has so much to offer and we would like to see the 

project commence and some progress occur. 

MR G.M. CASTRILLI (Bunbury — Minister for Heritage) [9.37 am]: Firstly, I thank the member for 

Kingsley for bringing this grievance about the Luisini Winery project to the house. In my view, it is a very, very 

good and important project. As the member for Kingsley mentioned, the origins of the winery and its role in the 

development of the Wanneroo area are very important, as are its links to the way of life of the Italian community 

more widely. The Luisini name is well known to me. Even when I was a kid growing up in Bunbury I was 

familiar with that name. Obviously, as a migrant with migrant parents, I can remember going down to the train 

station and picking up five-gallon kegs of wine that used to come from Perth.  

Mr D.A. Templeman: What was the wine like?  

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI: It was very nice wine, member for Mandurah. I think it was from the Luisini Winery, 

but I cannot swear on a stack of Bibles about that. The wine industry was not established back then, so the wine 

would come down from Perth and a lot of Italians would pick up the five-gallon wooden kegs from the train 

station. When the kegs were finished, they were put back on the train and another lot would come down. It was 

not bad. If I may, on behalf of all the Italian community in Western Australia, I thank the member for Kingsley 

for her kind words about the contribution of the Italian migrants and the role they played in the development of 

this state; it is very much appreciated. The site has been recognised on the state Register of Heritage Places. In 

1989, the winery building was purchased by the state government at the request of the City of Wanneroo. In 

2000, the Western Australian Planning Commission entrusted the National Trust of Australia (WA) to conserve 

and interpret this important heritage place and, in doing so, provided $1.5 million to the trust, particularly for the 

conservation of the existing winery building. In 2008, the state government, through the Western Australian 

Planning Commission, allocated a further $1.5 million to the National Trust of Australia (WA) to assist it with 

the proposed development. The member for Kingsley mentioned that the project has expanded in its scope. 

Following a detailed business plan, an interpretation plan, and full community consultation, the scope of the 

project was expanded. It has increased considerably. The member mentioned some of the things relevant to that 

project. Some of those unique areas included the development of a sustainable, integrated and multifaceted 

cultural heritage, an environmental, educational and recreational facility in the area; building on opportunities 

offered by the place by illustrating the historical and national significance including the natural wetlands; to 

make reference to the Italian contribution to Western Australia; to stimulate the economic development and 

social benefits to the region and Western Australia; and to develop a sustained visitation by offering a range of 

visitor experiences based on the interpretation and significance of the place. The member quite rightly outlined 

what the significance of the place was.  

When the proposed development was put together, it had three major components to it: the conservation and 

interpretation of the existing winery and the associated wetlands; the addition of an educational environmental 

community centre and a cafe, plus a kiosk; and landscape works to include a trail and major boardwalk 

particularly associated with the ―Yellagonga Regional Park Management Plan 2003–2013‖, which included the 

protection of the wetlands.  

I will now mention the current status of the project. The Water Corporation completed its work in October 2011. 

It provided sewerage connection to the winery. The development application has been approved and all 

associated documentation completed. An application for building licence approval is currently underway with 

the City of Joondalup. A contract has been issued to Prime Contracting for stage 1 of the project involving the 

civil works. I have been advised that these infrastructure projects, including a car park and roundabout, are 

expected to commence in April 2012. Following a tender process, EMCO Building has been appointed the 

preferred builder to complete the new additions for the project.  

As the member for Kingsley pointed out, the National Trust is actively seeking additional funding opportunities 

to meet the additional costs required to complete the project. Over the past 12 years, the state government, 

through the Planning Commission, has contributed $3 million for the restoration of Luisini Winery, and 

$1.5 million remains to carry out the stage 1 work, which is expected to cost between $750 000 and $800 000. It 

is primarily focused on the infrastructure requirements of the car park and roundabout. Over the past three years, 

the National Trust has submitted three separate funding applications to the federal government. One was in 2009 

for $5.5 million under the federal government’s jobs fund application. In 2011, a $5 million application was 

made to the federal government’s Regional Development Australia grant and another $5 million application for 
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round 2. I report that all these applications have been unsuccessful, but the National Trust still has the 

$1.5 million it received from the WA Planning Commission.  

I will support whatever funding application I can to the federal government for Luisini Winery in the next 

funding round. I urge everybody in this chamber to support it because it is a fantastic project. We need to 

convince the federal government to assist by funding some of its projects. I am happy to support whatever 

funding applications are brought forward. I thank the member for Kingsley for highlighting the importance of the 

project. 

 


